Interim Report

Celebration of International Day for Biological Diversity, 2016 in Punjab

Punjab Biodiversity Board is celebrating the International Day for Biological Diversity (22nd May,
2016) by undertaking various activities in the state throughout the week 21st to 30" May, 2016
all across the state in collaboration with District Administrations, PGSC Biodiversity
Management Committees, Universities, Pro-active NGOs, etc. The IBD celebrations are being
carried out with financial support of National Biodiversity Authority, Govt. of India.

The following activities were carried out:
> Publication of Advertisement:

An advertisement for celebration of International Biodiversity Day, 2016 was published in
leading English & Punjabi Newspapers for raising awareness among masses to conserve
biodiversity & bio-resources and celebrate the day in a befitting manner.
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» State Level Programme:

A State level programme was organized by Punjab Biodiversity Board to mark the I1BD,
2016 in collaboration with Pushpa Gujral Science City (PGSC), Kapurthala on 21° May, 2016 at
PGSC, Kapurthala. Members of District, Block & village level Biodiversity Management
Committees from Districts Bathinda, Faridkot, Hoshiarpur, Pathankot, Amritsar & Kapurthala
were mobilized to participate in the event. More than 50 members of district/block/village level
BMCs and representatives of Govt. Line Departments besides 300 students & teachers
participated in the event.

On the occasion, expert talk on “Fish & Bird Diversity of Punjab” was delivered by Dr.
Onkar, Associate Professor, Punjabi University, Patiala. Other lectures on the importance of the
biodiversity conservation, Access and benefit sharing mechanism and Biological Diversity Act
were also organized. Special interactive session was also organized for BMC members for
sharing their experiences with regard to important provisions of ABS guidelines. Participants
were apprised about the various efforts being undertaken by PBB in the direction of
conservation of biodiversity of the State. BMC members were motivated to maintain the records
of bio-resources and regulate the access/collection of bio-resources & associated traditional
knowledge for commercial utilization. The Guidelines issued by Govt. of India on Access &
Benefit Sharing for ensuring equitable sharing of benefits arising out of commercial utilization of
bio-resources and associated traditional Knowledge were also discussed in detail with the BMC

members.

Representatives of District/Block/Village level BMC members shared their experiences
during the interactive session. Special film shows at the ‘Climate Change Theatre’ and
documentary on biodiversity were also screened during the event. Play and painting
competitions were also organized for school students to celebrate the day in a befitting manner.
The participants also visited the various scientific galleries of Pushpa Gujral Science City and
planted native trees in the premises of Science City. An interactive exhibition was also put up to

create mass awareness.

Publication of Special Issue of Monthly Magazine (in Punjabi)

Punjab Biodiversity Board in collaboration with Punjab State Council for Science & Technology
published 2200 copies of PSCST’s monthly science Magazine ‘Nirantar Soach’ (in punjabi) on
the theme of “Biodiversity” to commemorate International Day for Biological Diversity, 2016.
The magazine has been distributed to various Schools, organizations, institutes etc. for purpose
of spreading message of biodiversity conservation in masses.
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» Other Programmes organized in the State

Other twenty three (23) programmes were conducted throughout the State in collaboration

with Academic Institutions (Universities, Colleges and Schools), Non Governmental

Organizations and Village BMCs. The target participants were Officers of District/Block level

relevant Govt. Departments, Teachers, Students and General Public. The details are as

under:
e Academic Institutions:
Name of the Date Place Events organized Participants
Institutions
Punjab Agricultural | 21.05.2016 & | Ludhiana Student Competitions: | 460
University (PAU) | 22.05.2016 Poster making, Essay
NSS Unit writing and Expert
lectures
DAV College 21.05.2016 Amritsar Expert lectures & |65
Amritsar Painting Competition
Chitkara College | 23.05.2016 & | Patiala Expert lectures and | 150
of Education for | 24.05.2016 Field Visit to Kaya Kalp
Women gathi?ggarh Variksh (a potential
ahi

BHS)




NSS Unit, Govt. | 21.05.2016 Sangrur Awareness rally & | 100-150
Sen. Sec. School Expert talks for local
Community
Govt. Primary 23.05.2016 Faridkot Competitions: 300
School, Machaki Traditional recipes &
Mal Singh Drawing and Photo
exhibition
e Programmes with NGOs
Swami Vivekanand | 21.05.2016 Taran-Taran | Speech, Debate & | 300
Medical Mission, painting competition,
Amritsar exhibition & expert
lecture
Natural Biodiversity | 22.05.2016 Chandigarh | Exhibition, nature | 250
Group, Panjab | 23.05.2016 walk, expert talk,
University 24.05.2016 Cycle rally
Sant Longowal Social | 21.05.2016 Sangrur Awareness rally, | 100-150
Welfare Society distribution of
resource material,
waterpots, wodden
nests,etc.
ARPAN, Society for | 22.05.2016 Roopnagar | Expert lecture, poster | 200
Advancement of Rural & speech competition
People and Natural and field visit
Resources
Social Action for | 24.05.2016 Amritsar Expert lecture & | 120
Women Empowerment student debate &
& Rural Advancement quiz competition
(SAWERA),
Lok Kalyan Samiti 25.05.2016 Amritsar Expert lecture 200

The schedule of other programmes to be held in next week in various parts of the State in
collaboration with Academic institutes & NGOs for celebration of IBD, 2016 is as under:

Name of the Institutions Date Place
Central University, Bathinda 30.05.2016 | Bathinda
Khalsa College Patiala 30.05.2016 | Patiala
Universal college, Lalru, Mohali 26.05.2016 | Mohali
Institute of Ecology & Environment, Pathankot 28.05.2016 | Pathankot
Abhilasha Foundation, Bathinda 28.05.2016 | Bathinda
Kheti Virasat Mission 28.05.2016 | Roopnagar
Govt. Primary School, Machaki Mal Singh 28.05.2016 | Faridkot
29.05.2016




Few Glimpses of celebrations of IBD, 2016

IBD celebration at District Roopnagar
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IBD celebrations at Panjab University, Chandigarh



WINNERS OF SIT AND DRAW COMPETITIONS
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Painting, play competitions s mark International Biodiversity Day

Trisuse NEws SERVICE

JALANDHAR, MAY 21
An Intemational Biodiver-
sity Day was organised at
shpa Gujral Science
City here today.

Dr Onkar Singh, Zoolo-
gist from Punjabi Univer-
sity, Patiala, said, “We are
losing almost 50 species
per day all over the globe
due to various activities
like forest fire, deforesta-
tion, all types of pollution,
loss of habitat, scarcity of
food, poaching, loss of
reproductive efficacy due
ta rise of temperature, loss
of reproductive efficacy
due to infestation of pollu-
tants in the ovaries of the
organisms, ete. With the
loss of one species, 20 more
species are affected with
that because they are
dependent  on  that

ies.”

Further, he said rapidly
rising  greenhouse  gas

concentrations are driving

carth ecosystems toward
conditions not seen for
millions of years, with an
associated risk of funda-
mental and imeversible
ecological transformation.
Changes in biclogical
functions  caused by
anthropogenic
change go far beyond
death, extinctions and
habitat loss. The repro-
ductive system of some
organisms is tem perature
dependent, in some rep-
tiles Y-chromosome which
is liable to produce males
is absent and their sex is
entirely temperature
dependent. Where there is
a more temperature then
all males are produced

partin
ink.

and then
low all females are pro-
duced, he said .

Speaking on this occa-
sion, Dr, Rajesh Grover,
Director, Science City, said
that biodiversity is funda-
mental to the existence of
life on earth and the

importance of it cannot be
underestimated. Referring
torecent Forest fires in the
hills of Uttarakhand which
has caused significant loss
and damage to valuable
natural resources, Dr

held as part of bi
Saturday. A TREUNE PHOTOGRAPH

Grover said, “The major
reason of these forest fires
is attributed to the loss of
biadiversity in the region
and dominance of chir
pine which now covered a
significant  forest area

(about1B per cent) in the
state encroaching mixed
species area every year
due 1o its hardy nature,
The chir pine itselfis high-
Iy resistant to fire due to
thick bark but the fallen

dry needles are
inflammable”

He further added that in
recent years, mass migra-
tion of villagers from the
state has also checked the
local utilization of the nee-
dles, leaving more fuel for
forest fires. The regular
burning of forests has
wiped out communities of
insects, birds, amphibians
and reptiles, besides, of
course, most mammals. He
further added that due to
the damage that has been
caused, and the value that
biodiversity  has o
humans, adoption of vari-
ous security and conserva-
tion measureson this earth
to curb the menace of glob.
al warming is essential.

Painting and science-
play competition were
also organised on this
occasion for the students.
More than 300 students
from all over Punjab par-
ticipated in these competi-
tions.

highly
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Rajesh Grover, Director,
Science City. said that the
regular burning of forests
has wiped out communities af

Kapurthala, got the
and Premjot Public School.
Kapurthala, got third prize.

| R dmRIERd

b Sin, 2 May 26

37 A R

‘ A UE
| o B s 5 30 T WA
tEifrma i

FsmpvEfeimam el &
Ao ¥ s o @ dnd

T T
W, FHm
A g iR
A AR
b maa
i T, @
2.9F 2 IREa
ﬁ.mwmmm

i

i w

4w epaper. punjabkesari. in/c/19487585

mﬁmﬁﬁé%%mmﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬁmmaﬁWWM|ma
T3t alelt IRl Safic o A & i W 3 ofaaser s o1 gy o5 A o, 3501 e o S
R Uzl AR JaS SR B e diep, SRbe Sefl o Rl b v

International Biodiversity
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cuwoiears: Biodiversity  preciated the efforts of
the group and asked them
to stay matlyated.

He was pleased with
the fact that such events
help institute fulfilling

r corporate socil re-

While brict -

the mudn mmnhcrs
of Natural
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environment and pres- and Dr Anupreet Mavi

ervation of biodiversity - expressed thit the par-

versity in danger.
Gladly there are some
cople who care for the

Nature. \‘alum]l!io_di\'er-
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all strata of life such as
X students, teachers, soft-
ncsl)e\'l'lnpmml—\cm~ ware professionals, doe-

d KhetiVirasat tors, and retired ete to
¥ celebrate the event to-
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Day on May 22.

The group celebrated
the day by organis-
ing number of events

institution towardsbiodi-

versity. Jeesu Jaskamwar
ngh was motivational
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International
Biodiversity
Day celebrated

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

AMRITSAR, MAY 21

DAV College’s Department
of Sciences, in collaboration
with Punjab Biodiversity
Board, organised a poster-
making competition to cele-
brate International Biodi-
wversity Day today.

More than 60 students of
prestigious institutions like
DAV Collegiate Senior Sec-
ondary School participated
in the “On-the-spot paint-
ing competition” on the
theme “Biodiversity and
Wildlife” organised on the

Dr Amarjit Singh Soodan,
Associate Professor, Depart-
men ~Botanical and Envi-
ronnr«tal Science, GNDU,
was the chief guest and
guest speaker of the day. Dr
Rajesh Kumar, Principal of
the college, presided over
the function.

Dr Soodan delivered a
talk on ‘“Biodiversity: The
contemporary scenario’.
He informed the students

about the various aspects of
biodiversity. He also
informed them about the

- alarming scenario of biodi-
wversity in Punjab, which is
on the verge of depletion at
a rapid pace.



